September 30, 2010

A Spirit of Community / A Standard of Excellence / e Opportunityto rive

Dear TIS Families,

As | was walking through the aisles at the grocery market this past weekend, the idea
of product value came to mind. Many of us shop for the “best” value for our money,
whether it is for grocery products, clothing, car repairs, etc. For some items, we will
pay more money due to a recognizable label or for a food product we may enjoy.

How do we place a fivalued on education, speciycally, at our school? How does the
NIRRT value of an education at TIS distinguish us from other schools? At The Independent
i School, we are so fortunate to offer a wide variety of classroom opportunities and
classes. Our students are invited to participate in some of the best Athletic and Fine
This Issue Arts opportunities in the city of Wichita. Academically, our children have access to
some of the ynest teachers | have ever encountered. There is a strong sense of support

HEADIINGS oo 1 among faculty, staff, students, and families. A good example of this camaraderie was
Founder’s DaV.......cocvvvvvinins 9 during the tornado warning two weeks ago. Even though the Upper School parents
05 New Students.............. 3 and faculty were downstairs waiting for the storm warning to pass, people were chat-
Welcome Mrs. DonneIIy ting and enjoying one another’s company. They felt very comfortable talking about our
New Faculty............cc..... 4 school and catching up on social connections, as well.
Board Briefs.................... 5 . o
Lower School Update......... g First and foremost, we value the contributions of each and every member of our T1S
Mv Name is IKE community. During our Parent Coffees and parent group meetings, we encourage you
Middle School Update.......... g to express your viewpoints in order to achieve common ground. We learn from one
FISH & More! another, we have fun
Upper School Update......... 10 together, and we draw
Strength & Purpose support and strength
FING AIS....ovoveeeeeereeina, 11 from these connections.
8th Joins US Band The friendships your
Wayne Bryan children are cultivating
mma _ will last a lifetime. In
Panther Athletics............ 13 my experience, these

AU . 15 YPES OF conmections
are not easily obtained
and should not be taken for granted. The Indepen-
dent School is the total package: value packed with
experiences that will last a lifetime. We are always
searching for new ways to add value to our school.

Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to share
these value-packed experiences with your children.

Sincerely,
Dr. Mary Dickerson, Head of School




FOUNDER S DAY! TIS TURNS 30!

On September 2nd, TIS celebrated its 30th Anniversary. Thirty years ago, the doors
opened on Bluff with eight students and three aspiring teachers. Today, Indepen-
dent has grown to nearly 600 students with approximately 90 employees.

The celebration was designated as TIS Founder’s Day.
Dr. Dickerson kicked off the assembly introducing
many inspirational speeches. Speakers included cur-
rent and past board members: Steve Dunne and Kim
Packebush; division heads: Mrs. Falk, Mrs. Koch, Mr.
Spicer: TIS alumni: Abby Koch, now the US history/
geography teacher, and Abby Sheppard, Mrs. Garvey’s
granddaughter; students from each division: yfth
grader, Winnie Shaw, eighth grader, Bryona Stacey,
and senior, Corban Aspegren and Mrs. Garvey, who
began with a vision to create a school in which every
child would be embraced in a learning environment
that encourages individual thought and responsible
citizenship.

NMirs. Garvey s Re ections

As my granddaughter, Abby, said at Founder’s Day Celebration less than two weeks ago, “The Independent School
I 7 is an extension of love in the shape of a school.”

As | said in my talk that day, because we are independent, we make our own decisions.
- Our founding principles remain:

[l It is important that we have loving concern and care for all others;
We do not ignore problems.

With each decision, we must ask ourselves,

Does this action promote independence?

Does this action promote individual responsibility?

Does this action promote love?

If not, it does not belong at our school.

After the all school assembly, the senior class and their families were treated to a
recognition reception, while the Lower School held a special
assembly in honor of Mrs. Garvey, Mrs. Karen Norton and
Ms. Teri Bloomer. The Lower School acknowledged the three
inspiring women as instrumental people for the success The
Independent School continues to experience. A Founder’s
hallway has been established next to the Lower School’s main
ofyce with Mrs. Garveyis, Mrs. Nortonis, and Ms. Bloomeris
portraits lining the wall.

The yrst year, Mrs. Norton taught 4th - 9th; Ms. Bloomer
taught 1 - 3rd. Mrs. Norton became the Principal in 1981,
while Ms. Bloomer continued to teach third grade. Beginning
in 1983, Mrs. Norton and Ms. Bloomer began to share the
position of Principal until 1994 when the Upper School was
built. At that time, Mrs. Norton moved to the Upper School as
Head of School and Ms. Bloomer stayed in the Lower School
to continue as Lower School Head. Mrs. Norton contributed
26 successful years and Ms. Bloomer provided 28 years of
professional guidance.

It was a tremendously heartwarming day, as each day
continues to be at The Independent School! 2



O5 New TIS Students!

The Independent School has opened its doors this school year with 95 new students! The entering class represents
aslight increase in new student enrollment over last year, bringing Independent’s student body to about 600 stu-
dents. Every grade level at Independent, from Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade, has new students! Dr. Mary
Dickerson, Head of School, says, “This is a special time in our school’s history since we are celebrating our 30th
anniversary year. It's so wonderful to start that celebration with so many new families.”

Dr. Dickerson looks forward to meeting Independent’s new families throughout the year by hosting new family
meet and greets. “New Family Breakfast Meetings” will give parents another opportunity to get to know Dr. Dick-
erson and to connect with other TIS parents.

From these collaborative meetings, TIS will learn how to best support our students and parents. The agenda will
also include upcoming calendar events, traditions here at The Independent School, and any areas of interest or
concern. With your very busy schedules, it is our hope that giving you a variety of opportunities to meet together
will be helpful. If you plan to attend one of these breakfast meetings, please send an RSVP to Debra Conley at
Debra.Conley@ThelndependentSchool.com by the Monday prior to the breakfast, so we may have a number
count for refreshments.

Lower School: Thursday, October 14, 8-9 a.m. in the Lower School Commons
Middle School: Thursday, October 28, 8-9 a.m. in the Middle School Commons
Upper School: Thursday, November 4, 8-9 a.m. in the Upper School Commons

Welcome Back!
Mrs. Donnelly Comes Home

| have been at The Independent School for less than a month, and | must say, |
have never felt so welcome. | taught Freshman English here about twelve years
ago, and it truly feels like | have come back home. | am thrilled with the opportu-
nity to provide counseling services to all of the students here at TIS. | am Pre-K
through 12th grade certiyed in school counseling, and also a Licensed Clinical
Professional Counselor. | have been in private practice for the last seven years,
specializing in children, adolescents and their families. My goal is to provide a
safe, conydential environment for the students as they traverse through their
years here at TIS. | want to connect with each and every one of them at some
level.

One of my pet issues which, unfortunately, |1 have seen bring many kids in for
therapy, is bullying. TIS is a fantastic school where, | believe, the students feel
very safe. However, bullying comes in many other shapes besides just physical
aggression and overt taunting.

According to a 2004 Kids Health Kids Poll, 86% of more than 1,200 9-13 year-old boys and girls polled said
theybve seen someone else being bullied, 48% said theyive been bullied, and 42% admitted to bullying other kids
at least once in a while. Granted, | believe our statistics at TIS would be considerably lower, but unfortunately,
every school at some level must deal with emotional bullying, verbal bullying, racist bullying, cyber bullying

and sexual bullying. Many times the bully has no idea that they are actually being a bully. Raising awareness in
the whole school environment is a fantastic and pro-active way to tackle this issue. | hope to be an advocate for
awareness, and to help all our kids build their character in this area, and certainly know what to do in these types
of situations.

Parents, please feel free to call me with any questions or concerns. My e-mail is alyssa.donnelly@theindepen-
dentschool.com. My number is 686-0152 ext 380. My hours are typically, everyday 10:30 — 2:30. Monday and
Wednesday | am at the Upper School, Tuesday and Thursday at the Middle School, and Friday at the Lower
School. My “home base” is at the Upper School in room 212. Please stop by and introduce yourself. | look for-
ward to meeting you all!



Welcome New Sta and Faculty Members!
Lower School:

Nicole Mclntosh is enjoying her yrst grade class! Nicole, originally from Eastern
Oklahoma, resides in Whitewater, Kansas. She is married to Spencer Mclntosh and has
4 beautiful children. Nicole graduated from Emporia State with her degree in Elemen-
tary Education and is pursuing an advanced degree in Early Childhood Uniyed. Nicole
has experience in Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten and Fourth Grade classroom settings.
She enjoys spending time with family, reading, vegetable and
power gardening, running, and working on her 1892 bungalow
home. Nicole is enthusiastic about her yrst year at Indepen-
dent.

Kathy Miller is busy at our Administrative Assistant’s desk.
Kathy grew up on a farm near Inman, Kansas and received her
degree from McPherson College. She has two daughters, one
son-in-law and one grandson, all of whom are in the Kansas City area. Kathy currently
lives in Rose Hill. She has held administrative positions at the District Court of Reno
County and most recently at the Kansas City Country Club. Kathy enjoys art and is an
interior designer. She is excited and happy to work at The Independent School and

looks forward to meeting everyone!

Middle School;

Marty Hunt is our new 8th grade science teacher. Mr. Hunt received his Master of
Science in Education from Wichita State University and his undergraduate degree is
from Sterling College. He taught physical science at Derby High School and most recent-
ly has been teaching earth science and space science at Andover Central Middle School.

Lisa Perkins You may know Mrs. Perkins as the Lower
School Computer Teacher but recently she has changed build-
ings and is now our Middle School Librarian. Mrs. Perkins
recently completed her Master of Information and Library
Science degree from Drexel University. Her undergraduate
degree is from the University of Alaska.

Upper School:

Michael Cissell will join our US English Department this
year teaching Sophomore American Literature. He comes to
us directly from teaching at ITT Technical Institute. Before
that he had been teaching classes on Literature and Composi-
tion, as well as ESL, for several years at Wichita State. Prior to
his time at WSU, Michael taught at both Butler County Community College and Kansas
Newman University. Michael has an MFA with a concentration in poetry from WSU,
where he also earned his BA in English Language and Literature along with a minor in
German. He has published several pieces in Open 24 Hours and Mikrokosmos, along
with some pieces featured in Sheridan Edwards Review and Open Bone Press. Michael

han, 3. His hobbies include playing and coaching soccer with
AYSO; playing guitar, landscaping, and cooking. He describes his literary interests as
“just about anything worth reading.”

Dr. Mary Ross joins us in our US Science Department, where she is teaching all forms
of Chemistry. She recently ynished her Ph.D. in Surface Chemistry from the University
of Cambridge (England), building on her B.S. in Chemistry from the University of Ten-
nessee in Knoxville. Dr. Ross has presented her research to the American Physics Soci-
ety as well as several other international science organizations. Apart from her obvious
love for Chemistry, Mary has varying levels of puency in German, Japanese, French,
Italian, and Spanish. Additionally, she has experience teaching Catechism, Scottish
Dance, complex lace knitting, and has studied Forensic Anthropology.



Board Briefs

On Sept. 14th the TIS Board of Trustees held its Annual Meeting to recognize and thank outgoing Chair,
Steve Dunne, and to elect and welcome new Chair, Kim Packebush. In addition, the board approved the
appointment of four new trustees. We are pleased that the following individuals have agreed to serve TIS
as board members: Andy Adams, Senior Counsel, Koch Companies, Cran Chase, Executive Vice Presi-
dent, Verus Bank, Jane Link, Human Resources Project Coordinator, Sedgwick County, Janet Robl,
Community Volunteer. New trustees have completed an orientation workshop, and have taken an ex-
tensive tour of the entire campus. They are now, even more committed to TIS and where our school is
headed in the future.

We also thanked Rob Patton for his service over the years. Diane Worth, having completed 2 terms of
service, will remain on the board in an advisory role. Together, with Head of School, Dr. Dickerson, we
are ready to start work on the tasks for this year! Immediately following the Annual Meeting, a board
meeting was held.

This year the board will focus on 3 major initiatives. These initiatives were identiyed in the ISACS report
as priorities, and, along with Dr. Dickerson, we have embraced them as our focus for the 10-11 school
year.

1) Development: This committee will focus on creating a comprehensive development plan; including
fund raising goals, overseeing the many fundraising efforts on campus, fostering new giving relationships
and ensuring that funds are spent to best beneyt our school.

2) Facilities: This committee will focus on our physical plant, develop a master plan and vision for the
campus, review capital needs and projections as well as establish general maintenance programs.

3) Safety and Security: This committee will review existing safety practices and policies as they apply
to all areas of our campus. This review will apply to all areas of student life as well.

Progress in these areas will be communicated on a regular basis. We are working to link Board Briefs to
the Board of Trustees web page.

“We are committed to making the experience for all children
and their families at T1S a rewarding and meaningful one!”

You may have already received a call, or will soon, from a trustee thanking you for being part of the TIS
community. Each family is a valuable asset to our school, and each child is important to the life of our
school. We appreciate your family being here this year! We are parents too, so we understand the impor-
tant decision that must be made regarding our children’s education. We are committed to making the
experience for all children and their families at TIS a rewarding and meaningful one! THANK YOU for
supporting TIS!!

Thanks, also, for completing the survey sent out by Dr. Dickerson. Your feedback will be used as a
platform for a strategic planning session to be held in November. Teachers, parents, and board members
will be included in this workshop as it is critical to capture a broad range of opinions and perspectives.

In closing, there is exciting work to be done, and we feel very positive about getting it accomplished.
Expect regular communications and updates on progress! The Independent School is a wonderful com-
munity for our children to learn and thrive. Thank you for being a part of it. We are rolling up our sleeves
to ensure that children today, and in years to come can be a part of TIS!

TIS Board of Trustees



LOWER SCHOOL UPDATE

Promoting Emotional and Academic Success

. . We are off to a great start in our charmingly colorful and educationally vibrant

G s Lower School!
.“.‘1‘ - -

It is our experience that the yrst weeks of school are not only exciting but

essential in providing an environment to promote emotional and academic

*: success for our students. The Lower School setting for teaching and learning
g has been intentionally developed and will be honed throughout the year.

During the yrst month, our students have been getting to know each other and
learning about how they can assist and cheer their classmates. Your children
may have already shared much about their school lives and activities including
writing, drawing and talking about their personal hopes for the school year.
Memories have already been created!

Perhaps your child will remember our Thirtieth Anniversary on September
2nd. Mrs. Jean Garvey, Mrs. Karen Norton and Mrs. Teri Bloomer joined us
for a special celebration in the Lower School to ofycially recognize them as our
- school founders.

L If youire a yrst grader your memory may be of Dr. Mary Dickerson reading a
story and playing her violin. First grade voices shouting “bravo” and “encore”
could be heard down the hall!

A Kindergarten childis memories of the yrst days of school may include being the center of attention and feeling
very ofycial when interviewed by Upper School students.

Remembrances of the excitement a student felt when something they planted began to blossom, working on a
cooperative project to solve a problem, experimenting with apples, singing with a friend, or reading “the best book
ever!o during DEAR time, are long lasting and repect the natural enthusiasm of children. | hope you will often visit
Lower School classrooms and hallways to see the many wonderful displays that show your children’s work and
effort.

In the Lower School, we believe that a strong home and school partnership along with communication will help
our children achieve their goals in a safe, caring and positive school environment. A sense of community from JK
through 12th grade is already being established to the beneyt and delight of us all!

To that end, it is my pleasure to host our second Lower School Parent Coffee of the year on Wednesday, October 6th
at 8:00 a.m. in the library. If you are able, please join me for
a conversation about how you can provide encouragement for
the schoolwork being requested of your child.

Your input at the Back to School Conference in August was
invaluable to your child’s teacher. We also look forward to
seeing you at our Fall Parent-Teacher Conferences which are
scheduled for October 21st and 22nd. These conferences play
an important role in helping us plan for the individual growth %
of our students.

It is our privilege to continually strive to provide learning ex-
periences in our classrooms that prepare our youngsters for joy
in life-long learning. Please know how much your support is
valued as we look toward a bright and promising year for your
children.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Karen Falk, Head of Lower School



My Name is IKE

By lke Truby and edited by Mrs. Truby’s 5th Graders

I would like to ofycially introduce myself. My name is Ike Truby,
and | am a 1 ¥2 year old Rottweiler who also happens to be a
therapy dog. My mom is Mrs. Kelly Truby, and she teaches 5th
grade here at TIS. | have gone through demanding training to
become a therapy dog, and | am thrilled to be allowed to come to
school each day.

Let me start at the beginning of my journey. My mom drove to
Nebraska to pick me up when | was just 4 mo. old. She enrolled
me in a puppy class to make sure | was around other dogs. My
trainer, Beth Ericson of Chisholm Creek Kennels, suggested to
my mom that | would be a great ambassador for the Rottweiler
breed because | was, and still am, so calm.

After ynishing puppy class, Mom enrolled me in basic obedience
class, and I sailed right through. I had to learn to sit, stay, lie
down and many other basic commands before | could move on
to the advanced obedience course. Here | learned how to come
when called, sit and stay (even if my mom’s back was turned)

leave items | might be interested in tasting, and learn to ignore other dogs around me. We also practiced the tasks

I would need to know in order to pass the tests to become a therapy dog. | had to get use to loud noises, be able
to walk in and around wheelchairs and walkers, not pull my

mom while on my leash, stop when commanded, and listen to
her at all times. We practiced this until | was one year old.

It was ynally test time. My mom was nervous because she re-
ally wanted me to pass so | could continue to come to school.
There are two organizations that certify dogs: Therapy Dogs
International and the American Kennel Club. The tests they
give are rigorous, but necessary. | pew through the chal-
lenges, and the next thing I knew I had a beautiful new blue
bandana and a bright yellow tag to wear that told everyone, “I

am a therapy dog!”

Each morning my mom asks me if I am ready to go to school and | perk up, run to the truck and hop in to see my
friends, the kids. I love walking the hallways of the Lower School receiving tons of attention from numerous chil-
dren! The kids have learned that even though | may be a big dog, I am still very friendly. | enjoy being taken on

playground walks and | am tickled when they lie on my stomach and read me
a book. The best part of my day is when the kids love on me and smile when |

come to them.

Sometimes students in the hallways get me mixed up with Splash, my fellow
therapy dog friend in the Lower School. | think this mistake is a huge compli-
ment. Splash is my mentor and his mom, Mrs. Barbara Morgan, is the one
that helped my mom with questions on how to assist me with becoming the

best therapy dog I can be.

Sometimes my mom takes me on walks throughout the other buildings on
campus. If you ever see me in the hallways, please don’t be frightened by my
size. I am a lovable, huggable, friendly dog, and | feel very fortunate to be
able to go to work each day at The Independent School.

Hoping to see you around campus!
IKE

ﬂ.hj!
| ]




MIDDLE SCHOOL UPDATE
FISH!

It is amazing how one event can change the culture of a community. In the case of the Pike’s Place Fish Market
in Seattle, it was a group of workers who chose to have fun at work. This choice evolved into a philosophy, now
termed the FISH! Philosophy. FISH! has four simple principles: Be There, Make Someone’s Day, Choose Your
Attitude, and Play. We are embracing FISH! in the Middle School.

As you can imagine, at the Middle School level there are unlimited ways to express the FISH! Philosophy. Several
of our upcoming Focus Friday’s are dedicated to team building activities in mixed grade level groups. This is an
opportunity for our 8th grade students to mentor their younger peers. We want our students to understand that
they alone have control over the attitude they choose. We offer opportunities to Play at school as well. To kick

off our yrst week of home sports events, the pep squad organized theme days. We celebrated 80is day (in honor

of the school’s 30th anniversary), Wacky Wednesday (kids went all out for
this one), and game day was Panther Pride Day. It can be a challenge to
complete curricular activities with those distractions but our fantastic faculty
embraced the excitement and wore some pretty wacky clothes themselves.

¥ | The Middle School Parent Group is complementing our efforts by organiz-
. ing social events for our students. Seventh grade families had a picnic at
. Sedgwick County Park. | had fun being third base during the kick-ball game.
= Eighth grade students met at Northrock for an evening of bowling and
"W pizza. Sixth grade students had an ice cream social last week. Our hallways
" have received special attention from the parent group as well. Inspirational
J .-_::‘Tt“'-"'_ phrases and a new welcome sign adorn the walls. | can not express enough
. f. gratitude for our supportive parents. Please continue to send me your great
B ideas.

After a long week, | was having a casual conversation with a new faculty member who stated: “these kids really
don’t know how fantastic they really are”. No matter how old our children are, it is important to remind them of
the contributions they make to our lives and the incredible possibilities that lay ahead. Thank you for sharing your
children with us.

Here’s to maintaining our inner child!
Mrs. Karen Koch, Head of Middle School

A Community
Technology Project

On September 3, 2010, the students from
the TIS 6th Grade Technology Classes
went to the Kansas Food Bank to com-
memorate the kick-off of Hunger Action
Month in Kansas. They did this by volun-
teering for two hours packing food boxes
for the Kansas Laid-Off Worker Program.
Altogether, these hard-working 6th graders packed 288 boxes ylled with food for unemployed Kansans.

A

The class has been researching hunger issues in Kansas, the nation, and the world, and building Internet research
and service-learning technology projects based on this theme.



Mr. Barrett Guest Rocket Engineer
& Papua New Guinea Speaker

Sixth grade history is off to a busy start. Students have learned about pre-
historic man and ancient Mesopotamia. We discussed how prehistoric man
hunted and the types of tools they used. Mr. Barrett was able to come in and
discuss how many tribes in Papua New Guinea still use very simplistic ar-
rows today. Students were able to see a bow, a boar arrow, a ysh arrow, and

a human arrow (used on humans in tribal warfare).

While studying ancient Mesopotamia, students also had the opportunity to
try being a scribe. They used styluses and play dough to write in cuneiform.

1Y)

This was McKenziets yrst time to ever enter a photo
competition. We were told that there were over 1700
entries this year at the Kansas State Fair!

McKenzie took 1st place in the black and white photo
competition. The photo was taken while attending
Mr. Tuttle’'s summer course at TIS. McKenzie also
took 3rd place in the Nature photo competition. The
picture of the frog in a child’s hand was taken while
attending Mrs. Truby’s digital photography class
(The frog is resident in the creek west of the school.).

: ?.x"'_.I' === ™ ent and Wichita Eagle photographer, Mr.
' - Jeff Tuttle. Because of these classes, McK-

5.!':
In ' t
eighth

grade science, students have started a unit
‘ﬂ on rocketry. Mike Barrett, also an aeronau-
- tical engineer, returned to our campus and
gave a presentation over the history of rock-
etry and the space program.

Mr. Hunt has continued teaching about rock-
ets using a hands-on approach with launching
water rockets. Students launched rockets,
went back to the drawing board to improve
their launch methods, and re-launched.

Summer Photography
M Classes at TIS Reap
ff Rewards!

McKenzie Blake took two photography classes
¥ this summer at TIS; one from our 5th grade
teacher, Mrs. Kelly Truby and one from par-

.'enzie was inspired and discovered a new
1talent; Exploring and documenting the world
pg through her eyes.

= McKenzie submitted 11 pictures at the Kan-
W= sas State Fair; all 11 pictures were displayed!




UPPER SCHOOL UPDATE

Starting the Year with Strength and Purpose

l The Upper School has started the fall semester of the 2010-2011 school year with fun,
- N excitement, and a communal sense of purpose. Our athletic teams are putting their
hearts into their competitions, with the Cross Country team currently ranked #1 in the

| state and the Tennis team accumulating multiple strong victories as well. And though
our football and volleyball teams have struggled in terms of wins and losses, their sheer
will and determination to persevere despite limited numbers and injuries is inspiring
and worthy of our collective admiration. Having seen smaller schools like TIS struggle,
in a general sense, with developing and maintaining school spirit, it has been refreshing
for me to see how tremendously spunky our student body is, and how genuinely excited
our students are to cheer one another on to victory. Go Panthers!

&

~ Academically, TIS Upper School students are off to strong start. We have celebrated
,_.;:_’ two seniors who were named as semi-ynalists for major scholarships: Kelsey Eklund is
-~ aNational Merit Scholarship semi-ynalist and Anique Valmont is a National Achieve-
- -:r“.._;'::;_; ment Scholarship semi-ynalist. We wish them luck as they continue their respective
E’ . scholarship processes.

"“’_ﬁ Having recently completed the yrst Interim grading period, the Upper School teach-
~ . ersand Administrative Teams are working hard to support students in every way. By
making themselves available before and after school, as well as during lunch by ap-
pointment, our teachers are creating opportunities to work one-on-one with students.
Addition-
ally, to partner
~together with
m parents of stu-
; dents who are
already strug-
gling academically, teachers have written + & 4
and posted comments in My Backpack
for each student currently earning a C- or
below in their classes. Parents who have
not checked My Backpack recently are
encouraged to do so now. There is still a
lot of time left in the semester to correct
initial slip-ups, but we feel it is never too
early to identify potential difyculties and
address them without delay.

As we approach our Homecoming activi-
ties, which take place the week of Oct. .
4-8, culminating with the Homecoming Dance on Saturday, Oct. 9 from 8-11 p.m., the health of the school com-

munity is vibrant and apparent. Community Service projects have improved the beauty of our campus (thanks to
the National Honor Society, whose members planted new sod and worked on the landscaping in the front of the

Upper School) and reached out to both the local and international communities, as showcased by the recent Ra-

pha House Carnival—a joint effort between students from TIS and Trinity Christian Academy to raise money for

safe houses for abused girls throughout Asia.

Those who attended our recent Foundersi Day and Senior Recognition ceremonies saw yrst-hand how strong The
Independent School community is, and how committed we all are to internal stability and future growth. Despite
the typical day-to-day challenges any school faces (do | dare call postponing Meet the Teacher Night because of a
Tornado Warning fitypical6?), the Upper School is in great shape for the moment and for the weeks ahead.

Until next time, enjoy the cool weather, and GO PANTHERS!

Mr. Brent Spicer, Head of Upper School 10



