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Dear TIS Families,

One of my own grown children has an October birthday.  How time passes so quickly!  
On these special occasions I tend to re" ect on all of the great experiences we shared as a 
family.  So many of these experiences and some of my fondest memories are connected to 
school events.  In the past few weeks, it has been my 
pleasure to notice an interesting phenomenon among 
our TIS families and faculty and staff:

•Within families, students who are involved in various 
activities are supportive of each other, JK-12.

•The variety of activities and events offered at TIS

•The level of support and spirit within the school 
community for these activities.

•The amount of support generated for community 
service activities, such as collecting food for the 
Kansas Food Bank, as just one strong example.

•Students in JK-12 who are so well spoken and 
excellent ambassadors for our school, both on campus 
and off campus.

•The hard work generated each day among our faculty 
and staff to maintain an excellent level of education 
that goes above and beyond what is expected.

As fall approaches and our level of activities and 
involvement increases, please be mindful to keep in 
close contact with us.  No question is too small.  We 
are all continuing to learn from one another.  And 
don’t forget to contact us with your reasons to celebrate our school and your child’s 
accomplishments.  I have so enjoyed hearing from many of you regarding your positive 

feedback.  For example, ISACS, (Independent Schools Association of the Central States), our accreditation 
organization states, “Developing a partnership with parents involves a multi-faceted approach and continual 
nourishment.”  It is our quest to do so.  The Japanese proverb says it best, “None of us are as smart as all of us.”

In closing, check our online calendar and join us by supporting and cheering on the many activities and programs 
with our TIS students!

Sincerely,

Dr. Mary Dickerson, Head of School

in the Ol Op
TIS
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Addressing ISACS Recommendations
It hardly seems possible that our students have completed the # rst quarter of this school year. As you 
all know, our campus is a busy place; supporting many exciting events and learning opportunities.  Just 
last Saturday, on the TIS campus, there was a Scholars’ Bowl tournament, a Volleyball tournament, and 
a Chess tournament. While it is very exciting to see so many participants on our campus, it does under-
score the importance of this year’s board initiatives. As referenced in last month’s Board Briefs, those 
initiatives are in response to the ISACS’s report submitted to TIS from the visiting evaluation team last 
October.  We want to provide you with an update on progress in those areas.

The Committee on Policies and Procedures for a Safe and Secure School Environment is chaired by 
Diane Worth and Dr. Mary Dickerson. Members of the committee are Lyndie Glidewell, Mark Andra, 
Dr. Jim Harris, Pat Argetsinger, Ann Riedy, Jennifer Gantz and Jane Link. This committee is charged 
with addressing issues concerning safety and security outside of regular school hours.  This committee 
is in the process of identifying all potential safety issues such as, but not limited to: activities of children 
during sporting events, locks on school doors, and security outside of school hours.  The committee will 
prioritize the issues and either update current policies and procedures or recommend new ones.  Anyone 
who has concerns about existing practices is encouraged to contact a member of this committee with 
such concern.

The Facilities Committee  is being chaired by Hal McCoy and Tina Gunderson. This committee is com-
prised of Michelle Jeffries, Joe Clements, Julie Barrett, Marcia Smola, Dave Roberts, Jennifer Gantz, 
Laura Tuttle, John Steere, Kim Packebush and Dr. Mary Dickerson.  At the next Facilities meeting, the 
group will walk the entire campus, exploring all areas that need attention. Needs will be evaluated, and 
the appropriate actions will be taken. Also, the committee will be investigating the feasibility of conduct-
ing a Space Utilization Study  to help de# ne our current use of space and future needs.  In addition, spe-
cial attention will be given to our drainage situation. Please contact any member of this committee with 
any feedback you may have regarding this topic.

The Development Committee, chaired by Lynn Loveland is charged with raising funds for TIS in order to 
assure that the school can meet its stated mission.  It is also the responsibility of the Development Chair 
to be aware of and understand all of the fundraising efforts taking place on behalf of TIS.  This year, 
Lynn will be an active member of the Parent Executive Committee so that the Development Committee 
and parent group representatives can be working in partnership.  While other # nancial opportunities 
can be explored, statistics show that the majority of the charitable giving at any Independent School 
comes from its parent and alumni base.   

Thanks to those of you who attended the Dessert Event on Monday at Mark and Marita Soucie’s home.  
Thanks to Mark and Marita for hosting such a wonderful evening offering parents an opportunity to 
connect with each other and Dr. Dickerson.  Lower School Spanish teacher, Ms. Becker and the De Colo-
res Choir performed providing an example of the special opportunities offered to our children at TIS. 
Those of you interested in attending the next Dessert Event on November 4th at the Packebush home, 
please RSVP to Debbie Conley at 686-0152 ext. 400.

It takes all of us to make TIS a special place for our children. Thanks for your support!  
  
The TIS Board of Trustees                        

Board BriefsBoard Briefs
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Presenting our Personal Best Daily
How many junior kindergarten and kindergarten students have the op-
portunity to march in a Homecoming Parade?  At TIS even the youngest 
Panthers brought their own brand of school spirit dressed in Panther re-
galia for Homecoming festivities. Cheers, songs, banners and encounters 
with the “Blue Man” made the Parade memorable for our students. The 
Lower School is loud and proud!

We have reached the # rst quarter of the school year. Conferences have 
given students, parents, and teachers a moment to re" ect upon what has 
been learned and the progress that has been made. Con# dence comes 
from healthy re" ection of goals attained and strides made. We are # lled 
with pride of our students as they achieve their “personal bests”.

Spanish is spoken at the Lower School!  Our October Community Meet-
ing was a culminating event for the celebration of a study of Hispanic 
heritage and Latino culture.  Students made crafts, maps and " ags, tried 

new foods, and listened to 
speakers who shared cultural 
experiences and traditions. 
We were lucky to have speak-
ers and presentations from the following countries: Mexico, Puerto Rico, 
Cuba, Bolivia and Ecuador. Children represented their learning with 
artwork, music and readings.

Science Day is a time when # rst grade teachers, students and their 
parents spend the afternoon actively participating in a variety of hands-
on science centers.  This year students worked alongside parents to 
explore and observe science in daily life.  The activities included making 
bookmarks using paint and shaving cream, learning about how magnets 
work, creating a print t-shirt by spraying a chemical on a stencil, observ-
ing bubbles and their different shapes, seeing how germs are spread 
using rice and glitter as the visual aids, making silly putty using common 
household ingredients, and growing chemical gardens.  Science is all 
around us.

Australia has appeared in the third grade hallway.  With the assistance 
of teachers and parents, students have 

created a museum exhibit to display animals found on the Australian continent.  I 
hope you have a chance to visit.

We are so appreciative of the parent volunteers who are such an important part of 
the teaching and learning environment of the Lower School.  In the midst of much 
fall activity, parents graciously provided a delicious Teacher Appreciation Luncheon.  
It was a lovely time for teachers to relax and enjoy.  Fabulous food was served by a 
wait staff comprised of poised and polished # fth grade students.  It was a feast!

This past weekend a number of Lower School students were caught thinking strategi-
cally.  They participated in The Independent School Chess Tournament with almost 
140 students from several Wichita area schools.  Whether the chess team members 
made a check-mate, stale-mate or lost, it’s all about having fun.  

With appreciation for the TIS community,

Mrs. Karen Falk, Head of Lower School

LOWER SCHOOL UPDATE



Owls, Leaves, & Pumpkins
The # rst graders are using every opportunity to get 
their hands dirty while learning about our world.  The 
students used the SMARTBoard to learn about owl 
pellets.  They learned what an owl pellet is, (the fur, 
feathers, and bones that cannot be digested, and are 
coughed up) and then 
dissected a virtual owl 
pellet which when the 
skeleton was complete, 
it morphed into a rat 
that was once again 
swallowed by an owl.  
After their virtual ex-
perience we dissected 
the real thing and with 
the help of several par-
ents, the # rst graders dug into owl pellets and discov-
ered jawbones, ribs, skulls and more!

Our nature adventures continued outside.  The # rst 
graders and their # fth grade study buddies went on 
a leaf hunt.  Not just any leaves were acceptable. 
Each duo went in search for speci# c kinds of leaves.  
Simple, compound and needle leaves were top priority 
# nds.  The leaf hunt took students on a journey that 
led them from the Lower School to the amazing trees 
in Mrs. Garvey’s yard through the ISLANDS and back 
again.  They measured, smelled, and felt their leaves 
and displayed their discoveries with creative leaf wall 
hangings.  

Exploring living things continued as these young 
scientists, weighed, measured and carved pumpkins, 

scooped, counted, roasted and tasted seeds, and 
made pumpkin pancakes.  
All of this was accomplished 
thanks to the generos-
ity of the parents. Look out 
world! The Independent # rst     
graders are excited to learn 
and are not afraid of getting 
their hands dirty!

Frozen 
Nitrogen 
Treats!
Ice Cream Recipe: 
add cream, sugar, vanilla, and …liquid nitrogen?! 
After a unit of study dealing with atoms, molecules, 
and matter, # fth graders learned a delicious way to 
make ice cream when scientist, Mr. Robert Henry 
from Wichita State University visited.   Through Mr. 
Henry’s presentation, students discovered how matter 
changes state from a liquid, to a solid, or a gas.  

Enthusiastic hands shot in the air answering ques-
tions about melting, freezing, and evaporating. Liquid 
nitrogen was used to show that boiling means rapid 
evaporation, not necessarily requiring heat.   

Mr. Henry showed many other exciting science dem-
onstrations with his huge container of liquid nitrogen.  
He used trapped evaporated gas to expand a balloon 
and a ping pong ball suddenly began jumping around 
wildly in the air because of the liquid nitrogen inside.  
Students saw a racquet ball lose elasticity after being 
submerged in the liquid nitrogen.  The # fth grader’s 
favorite part was when he mixed the nitrogen into 
cream and sugar with a touch of vanilla.  Tons of gas 
spilled out onto the table, and the cream quickly froze 
into the yummy treat everyone enjoyed.  What a tasty 
way to experience science!



Parent/Teacher/STUDENT 
Conferences with Technology
After attending a college class two years ago and seeing 
the results of an Action Research Project using digital 
cameras in a kindergarten room, some Lower School 
teachers were inspired to design a unique way to 
approach conferences.  In 2009, Parent/Teacher/STU-
DENT conferences were born in the Lower School at TIS. 

To begin the process students were given a SELF-
ASSESSMENT to focus on the subject of their 
photography. Through leading questions, the students 
identi# ed strengths and weaknesses of their learning and 
then made the jump to setting improvement goals.  Next 
each student was given a digital camera to take photo-

graphs of their learning.  Students and teachers learned that children of all ages love to take and pose for 
pictures! To each teacher’s surprise, students were producing over 100 pictures in just a short time. New 
learning of WHAT picture to take and HOW to get the maximum results was then instructed and soon 
the student photographers set new goals. Next, a PowerPoint slide template was introduced based on age 
appropriate learning with instruction on how to place graphics, create text boxes, select font styles, and 
insert sound bites.

New this year was the addition of FLIP cameras. This small, high de# nition, digital, video camera was 
brought in to # lm activities and commercials in the classroom with students taking part both in front 
and behind the camera. This new technology was exciting to the students and teachers alike but pre-
sented additional challenges as the teachers raced to # gure out how to adapt and place HD video in 
PowerPoint slides. After researching and learning how to convert video # les, we were ready for the # nal 
presentation.

Parent/Teacher conferences often are a time of anxiety for students as they wait to hear what has been 
discussed about their learning. However, with this new approach to conferences, eager students attend-
ed with their parents to share their slideshow using the SMARTBoard. Students took ownership of their 
learning and beamed with pride as they invited their family into their classroom. Student presentations 
included a time to respond 
to questions and explain how 
they created their conference 
assessment. Flash drives were 
sent home with older students 
while younger students re-
ceived their presentation via 
email for additional opportu-
nities to share their learning 
experiences with others.   

Students, teachers, and par-
ents all embraced this new 
conferencing format using 
real world applications that 
will continue to expand as 
children advance and grow 
to become INDEPENDENT 
adults. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL UPD ATE
Fall Fun!
In true Middle School spirit, we 
continue to combine academics and 
fun. The united effort of parents and 
faculty made homecoming a memo-
rable event.  Congratulations to our 
sixth grade students who won the 
Middle School Spirit Stick, a re-
kindled tradition. They cheered the 
loudest at the pep rally. It is proudly 
displayed in Mrs. Argetsinger’s 
room.  

On the academic side, faculty # nd 
creative ways for students to show 
what they know .  Sixth grade stu-
dents paraded through the Middle 

School dressed as Egyptian characters while studying ancient Egypt.  The seventh grade drama class 
entertained Middle School students by hosting a wax museum.  Small groups of students were posed in 
various places around the # rst " oor and on queue, told their bit of the Romeo and Juliet story.  This was 
a playful way for students to share their end of term work. On the last day of electives, the piano students 
invited friends and family to a short recital followed by refreshments.

Our Middle School Student Council members 
planned our Halloween festivities.  Students dressed 
in theme related costumes.  Sixth grade decided on 
movie characters or puns; Seventh grade dressed as 
cartoon characters or crayon box colors; Eighth grade 
students came dressed as celebrities or sport # gures. 
Each grade level voted on the most creative, funniest, 
most eco-friendly, and original theme. Very creative!

Conferences are a time to re" ect on the remarkable 
qualities and capabilities of our students and outline 
goals for their future learning. Thank you for acting as 
partners in educating these amazing kids.  

We also wish to thank our parents for providing a homey, delicious lunch for conference day.  It is a rare 
occasion when all of the Middle School adults convene in one place for a few minutes of social time.  

In November, join us for our Middle School production of “I Hate Shakespeare!”  It is a sarcastic, fast 
paced jolt off spinning nine Shakespearean plays.  The show is sassy, funny, brutal (it has “Titus Andron-
icus” for goodness sake), and educational.  Hope you can make it to one of the productions on November 
19th, 20th, or 21st.   We also look forward to the beginning of basketball season.  TIS continues to be full 
of activity.

Have a safe, fun, fall weekend,

Mrs. Karen Koch, Head of Middle School
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Buzzing with Activity
The 1st quarter has recently drawn to a 
close, but school life in the Upper School 
is in full swing. We’ve celebrated Home-
coming with our # rst win on the football 
# eld followed by a successful Homecom-
ing Dance. We also enjoyed our # rst choir 
concert of the year as Matt Hanne’s Mad-
rigals and the chamber choir regaled us 
with music from around the world. Emma 
was a huge success on the stage, leading 
to even more anticipation for Good News! 
and the accompanying dinner theater night 
on Nov. 13. Our girls’ tennis team earned 
second place in the State Tournament and 
our cross country team continues to excel, 
looking to lock in a # rst place victory this weekend at the State Tournament. Our girls’ volleyball team # nished a 
hard season of rebuilding and personal growth, but learned to stare adversity in the face with tenacity and a smile. 
I can think of few more meaningful life lessons than to learn how to lean on your teammates when things get tough. 
More recently, our chess team brought home second place at our own TIS tournament while, across campus, Mr. 
Huggins and Ms. Koch ran a very successful Junior Varsity Invitational Scholars’ Bowl Tournament. Yes, the leaves 
may have begun to fall across Wichita, but TIS spirit and student activities are still fresh and " ourishing.

The ISLANDS area of campus has received a good deal of attention lately as student members of IRIS (ISLANDS 
Renovation of The Independent School) conducted an afternoon clean-up on Sunday, Oct. 17. Over six hours that 
Sunday, students cleaned up trash, planted all kinds of bulbs, and worked to make the area more accessible to all 
TIS students and community members. Still more work is required to extend the boardwalk and turn the area into 
a safe, natural learning center. To that end, the IRIS group has planned a second clean-up day for Sunday, Nov. 22. 
Please contact Mrs. Bolin (Michelle.Bolin@TheIndependentSchool.com) if you would like to help.

For many reasons, throughout my career in education, I have often referred to November as the “armpit of the 
school year.” It has something to do with the weather turning colder, a lot to do with the newness of the school year 
wearing off, and still more to do with the increased seriousness of academic work and the approaching stress of se-
mester exams. Excuse the Halloween pun, but this is truly “scary stuff.” Therefore, I want to urge both parents and 
students to take full advantage of some of the many ways TIS works to support students through the hard times: 

 1) Check My Backpack. 
 2) Email teachers with questions. 
 3) Consult with Mrs. Glidewell, our caring Academic Dean.
 4) Communicate concerns with Ms. Pence, our compassionate Dean of Students.
 5) If your student is a senior, get in touch with Ms. Keli Gunn, our energetic College Counselor. 
 6) No matter the reason, rejoice in the accessibility of Ms. Donnelly, our new School Counselor. 

As a history teacher, I constantly reminded my students to “Rely your resources. And when you run out of 
answers, ask more questions.” Now, as an administrator, I realize how applicable this advice is for almost any 
situation. The Independent School is such a small community that, at times, our resources may seem too few. But 
our small numbers also mean that we never have to search very long or very far to # nd someone with the help or 
answers we need. And in most cases, all it takes is a smile. 

So as the temperature drops, as the sky darkens, and as the winds begin to grow colder, take a moment to remem-
ber how blessed we are to be at The Independent School—a small school where students are known to one another, 
known to their teachers, and known to make a big difference in one another’s lives.    

Brent Spicer, Head of Upper School

UPPER SCHOOL UPDATE
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Proudly announcing the following student achievements and acknowledgements
About 16,000 students, or approximately one-third of the 50,000 high scorers, are noti"  ed that they have quali"  ed 
as a National Merit Scholar Semi" nalist. Semi" nalists are designated on a state representational basis. They are 
the highest scoring entrants in each state.  After completing the requirements to become a Finalist, and continuing 
to meet high academic standards about 1500 Finalists are selected in February nationwide.  

      1 National Merit Scholar Semi" nalist: Kelsey Eklund

The National Achievement Scholarship Program is an academic competition that recognizes outstanding Black 
American high school students. More than 160,000 students enter the National Achievement Program each year, 
and approximately 4,700 are honored. A group of about 3,100 Outstanding Participants are referred to colleges 
for their potential academic success. A smaller group of about 1,600 are named Semi" nalists.  In late January, ap-
proximately 1,300 Semi" nalists are noti" ed that they have been chosen as Finalists.
    
           1 National Achievement Scholar Semi" nalist:  Anique Valmont

Commended Students are named on the basis of a nationally applied Selection Index score that may vary from 
year to year and is just below the level required for participants to be named Semi" nalists in their respective 
states. Although Commended Students do not continue in the competition for National Merit Scholarships, many 
of these students become candidates for special scholarships sponsored by corporations and businesses. 

         5 National Merit Commended Scholars:  
           Dietrich Johnson, Hal McCoy, Anya Pierson, Thomas Tremain, Anique Valmont

The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program provides academically prepared students with the opportunity 
to take rigorous college-level courses while still in high school, and to earn college credit, advanced placement, or 
both for successful performance on the AP Exams. About 18 percent of the more than 1.8 million students world-
wide who took AP Exams performed at a suf" ciently high level to also earn an AP Scholar Award. The College 
Board recognizes several levels of achievement based on students’ performance on AP Exams:

The AP National Scholar Award is given to students that earn an average score of 4 or higher on a " ve-point scale 
on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 4 or higher on eight or more of these exams.

                 1 AP National Scholar Award: Casey Davis

An AP Scholar with Distinction Award is presented to students that earned an average score of at least 3.5 on all 
AP Exams taken, and scores of 3 or higher on " ve or more of these exams. 

      10 AP Scholars with Distinction Awards:
       Casey Davis, Blake He" ey, Maggie Hylton, Jacob Kirsch, Milan Kumar, 
           Matea Malinovic, Radha Nagireddy, Chris Speed, Elise Steinberger, Anne Tjaden

An AP Scholar with Honor Award is granted to students who receive an average score of at least 3.25 on all AP 
Exams taken and scores a 3 or higher on " ve or more of these exams.

                                 4 AP Scholars with Honor:  Kelsey Eklund, Lance King, Jake Meeth, Thomas Tremain

An AP Scholar status is granted to students who receive scores of 3 or higher on three or more AP Exams.

    6 AP Scholars: Ashton Capps, Naomi Elze-Harris, Thomas Lawson, Hal McCoy, Gabe Vasquez, Hannah Wise

Information above provided by the National Merit Scholarship Coporation: http://www.nationalmerit.org and 
the College Board: http://professionals.collegeboard.com/k-12/awards/ap-scholar

Math Team Calculates Well at Emporia

The Independent Math Team had a very successful outing at Emporia.  There were 458 students competing from 38 
high schools. The team of Hal McCoy, Kelsey Eklund, and Jordan Speed took # rst place in the algebra team compe-
tition. The math scramble team and the geometry team were in the top 5.  Josh Werner took # rst place and Kelsey 
Eklund took third place in the algebra individual competition.  Some of the 38 schools we competed against includ-
ed:  Collegiate, East IB, Maize, several Shawnee Mission and Olathe schools,  McPherson and Washburn Rural.
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There is drama going on at The Independent School, 
and it will soon make its way to the stage.  This fall the 
Fine Arts department has two different dramatic pro-
ductions to offer the TIS community.  On November 
12, 13, and 14, the US will present their fall musical, 
Good News! and the following week the MS will open 
their fall comedy, I Hate Shakespeare.  

“I have wanted to produce Good News! since I saw in 
at Music Theatre of Wichita in 2003. Lauren Kadel, 
a TIS alum, was in that production, and I remember 
talking with her about how I would like to do Good 
News! at TIS. Lauren warned me that while it is a 
really fun show, there is a lot of dancing.  So, we have 
patiently waited to put this show on until we knew 
we had enough students willing to commit to all the 
dancing, and this is the year!” - Mrs. Ottaway, director 

The fast-paced, lively dances of the 20’s include well 
know steps like the Charleston.  When asked about 
the dance numbers, Ryan Malone said “I’m so tired at 
the end of it. It’s intense!”  Throughout the show, there 
are at least three large ensemble dances, two men’s 
numbers, several songs just for the ladies, and even a 
slow-motion football ballet-like number.  This year, 
we are lucky to have Joshua Larson back as our chore-

ographer.  Joshua was also a performer in the 2003 Music Theatre of Wichita version, and is excited to share 
his enthusiasm for the show with our students.

“I think there is something for everyone in this show.  It is funny, silly, touching at times, and it will also be 
quite fabulous to look at.  Both the Stagecraft class and the Theatre Explorations classes have been very busy 
building and painting the art deco inspired set pieces.” – Mrs. Ottaway 

Many of the songs in the show are old favorites like “You’re the Cream in My Coffee, Lucky Star, The Varsity 
Drag, and Button Up Your Overcoat.”  Cast member Ryan Malone says “I am constantly singing all of the 
songs.  They get stuck in my head.”  Leading actress Christine Roberts feels the same way, “I love the songs!  I 
can’t stop singing them!”  

Dinner " eatre- Saturday, November 13
Step back in time for the 2010 Friends of the Fine Arts Dinner Theatre on Saturday, November 13.  The Upper 
School Commons will be transformed into an authentic 1920’s soda shop complete with ice cream bar.   The 
buffet dinner will start at 5:30 and the menu includes Swiss steak, fried chicken, macaroni and cheese, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, Waldorf salad, Caesar salad, and root beer " oats!   Following dinner will be our annual 
Dessert Auction, so make sure you save some room for one of the amazing desserts created by our own TIS 
parents!  

And so dinner theatre patrons don’t feel like they have to race off immediately after the auction to get a 
good seat, the center section of the auditorium has been reserved for them. Adult dinner/ theatre tickets 
are $20 and student tickets are $16.  Order forms can be downloaded from the TIS website and dropped 
off to each division of# ce.  We will sell out, so order your tickets now!

FINE ARTS UPDATE
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ATHLETIC UPD ATE
Upper School Sports

Tennis: The girls # nished 1st 
at the CPL meet, 2nd at Region-
als and are the State Runner-up 
in Class 3A. Caroline Lincoln 
won 1st at CPL, 1st at Regionals 
and was the State Runner-up in 
singles. Colleen Zirkle won 1st as 
%2 singles at CPL and # nished 
8th at State. Jillian Poynter and 
Emily Ramseyer # nished 1st at 
the CPL meet and # nished 3rd at 
State. Erin Courington and Lah-
shmi Nagireddy # nished 1st in %2 
doubles at the CPL meet. 

Cross Country:  Our boys’ team 
is ranked %1 in the State. They 
won 1st place at the CPL meet and 
are Regional Champions. Results 
at Regionals: Jordan Speed 2nd 
place, Zach Wolken # nished 2 
seconds behind in 4th place. Jacob 
Campbell, Kole Trent and Jonah 
Aspergren # nished 10th, 11th and 

12th respectively as the Panthers placed their top 5 runners in the top 12 overall. The State meet is this weekend.

Rachel Swank ran her best race of the season by placing 6th and earning a berth to the State Cross Country meet as a 
freshman. 

Soccer:   Our boys won 5 games this year. They won their # rst Regional game against John’s Military; however, lost 
in the 2nd round against Trinity on Tuesday.  2010 was a great season with much anticipation for 2011.

Volleyball:  Our girls’ volleyball team competed this fall with great effort and perseverance. Their support for one 
another throughout the season has been most commendable.

Football:   The varsity football team has won their last two games. They defeated Douglass 14-6 in the # rst games of 
District and Belle Plaine last night.  It is the # rst time in TIS football history to make the playoffs!  The boys will play 
in Conway Springs on Tues., Nov. 2nd.

Dance and Cheer:  The dance and cheer teams have kept the fans yelling and teams playing with perseverance at 
the school’s pep rallies and at the football games.

Middle School Sports
Volleyball:  The 8th grade girls’ team # nished the season 7-3, # nishing 2nd in the standings and also # nishing 2nd 
at the CPMSL Tournament.  Our 7th grade girls # nished the year with a 3-4 record.

Football:   Our football team had many close games this year and improved each week. 

Tennis:   The girls # nished their year with a strong showing at the Collegiate Tournament. The girls # nished 3rd at 
that tournament.

Cross Country:  The team had several strong showings at different meets.  At this level, the meets are determined 
by individual results and the CPMSL Meet was highlighted with Ben Cartwright # nishing 1st.

Pep Squad:  The pep squad has done a great job of cheering on our football team and have had great half-time per-
formances.


